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STAFF REPORT
RPC Meeting – April 14, 2010

April 5, 2010

TO:	 Regional Planning Commission

FROM:	G retchen Eykelbosh, Policy Analyst

SUBJECT:	 Status report on the activities of the Washoe Counts - 2010 Complete Count 
Committee (CCC) (AGENDA ITEM 5.B.)

This staff report provides information on the activities of the Washoe Counts - 2010 Complete 
Count Committee (WC2010).  No action is necessary.

BACKGROUND
The WC2010 is a volunteer committee established by the Regional Planning Governing Board 
(RPGB) on June 11, 2009.  The 20 member WC2010 is comprised of a cross section of governmental 
and agency representatives, community leaders, and stakeholders from specific target groups 
throughout our region.  

State of Nevada officials have estimated for every Nevadan missed in this year’s census Nevada 
loses $917 per person, per year during the next ten years. This amounts to nearly $10,000 over the 
next ten years for every man, woman and child not counted.  According to Mr. David Byerman, 
Chief Government Liaison for Nevada, U.S. Census Bureau, the 2000 Census response rate for 
Washoe County was 68%. 

The WC2010 committee has been tasked with reaching the traditionally undercounted populations, 
and publicizing the importance of the 2010 Census. 

activities of the Washoe Counts - 2010 Complete Count Committee
The WC2010 adopted a work program and established a Public Relations Subcommittee (PR 
Subcommittee) in January, 2010 (see Attachment #1).  The WC2010 and the PR Subcommittee 
have been diligently working to achieve the goals established in the adopted work program.
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The approved work program consists of the following elements.
public relations, including public and private partnerships and messaging;1.	
distribution and delivery, including target populations; and,2.	
event planning, development, and support3.	

Since the RPC’s last update on census activities, the WC2010 has worked on the following:
continued participation on the State of Nevada Complete Count Committee;•	
continued coordination with the Secretary of State’s Office and the statewide campaign.  The •	
campaign focuses on three core communications elements: advertising, public relations and 
outreach to minority and traditionally undercounted populations defined demographically and/
or geographically;
researched, wrote, produced and distributed two family vignettes to contribute to the statewide •	
10 questions, 10 families, 10 minutes program established by the statewide campaign;
supported faith based and other segmented CCC groups in their specific events and •	
promotions;
produced a local census fact sheet and a public relations tool kit;•	
organized a press event held at the Boys & Girls Club of Truckee Meadows. The program •	
included Nevada Secretary of State Ross Miller, Regional Planning Governing Board 
Chairman/Washoe County Commissioner John Breternitz, Sparks Mayor Geno Martini, Reno 
Councilwoman Sharon Zadra and David Byerman, Chief Liaison for NV from the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  The event was covered by all major television stations, the RGJ, the Daily Sparks-
Tribune, El Sol de Nevada and La Voz Hispana;
established a dedicated local hotline and email address for local census inquiries;•	
established the •	 www.washoecounts.us website to provide local information, resources, events 
information and RSS feeds for twitter and facebook;
participated in the•	  2010 Census Bureau Road Tour at the Legends at Sparks Marina on  Jan. 28.  
The tour is part of the largest civic outreach and awareness campaign in U.S. history - stopping 
and exhibiting at more than 800 events nationwide, including the Super Bowl and NCAA 
Final Four. Geno Martini, Mayor, City of Sparks and Daphne Emm, Director of Nevada Urban 
Indians, Inc. and WC2010 member were among the guest speakers;
provided informational presentations at many local meetings, such as: Directions 2010, •	
Western Industrial Nevada (WIN), Reno City Council, Sparks City Council, Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce, JC Pennys, Nevada’s Center for Entrepreneurship and Technology (NCET), 
Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) Sierra NV Chapter, Nevada’s 3rd Parent Summit, 
Soroptomist International, several local March to the Mailbox events; 
distributed information through the Ferraro group newsletter, chamber of commerce newsletter, •	
EDAWN, NV energy bill insert, TMWA bill insert and newsletter, and  several human services 
organizations, including: Disability Resources, Inc., Lend A Hand, Boys and Girls Club, and 
Big Sisters Big Brothers; 
provided numerous media interviews, including: •	 Face the State Channel 2, It’s Not Just Politics 
Channel 8, In Depth radio program KUUB, FM 94.5, Sun Valley; KHIT, AM 1450, Reno;. 
KDOT, FM 104.5, Reno; KOZZ, FM 105.7, Reno; and, KPLY, AM 630, Reno, and 
participated in the •	 Census in the Schools media event, and the March to the Mailbox 
campaign.
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As of April 5, 2010, the 2010 U.S. Census participation rates are as follows:
National response rate 56%•	
Nevada average response rate 53%•	
Washoe County average response rate 57%•	

Upcoming Activities
April 1, was National Census Day.  Information provided on the 2010 Census questionnaire should 
represent the respective household as it exists on that day.

Non Response Follow Up (NRFU) begins May 1st.  NRFU covers three separate scenarios: 
1) a missing form; 2) an incomplete or inconsistent form which requires some follow-up; and, 
3) households which are re-interviewed as part of the Census Bureau’s quality assurance process.

It is anticipated that the work of the WC2010 will be completed in June.  The work of the WC2010 
will evolve during April, starting the month emphasizing the importance of Census response and 
mailing in the form, but after April 20, or so, the message will change to begin focusing on non 
response follow up and the importance of working with Census employees when they knock on 
doors and how to recognize a legitimate Census employee.

Please do not hesitate to contact Gretchen Eykelbosh, or Patty Rogers at 775/321-8385 if you have 
any questions or comments on this agenda item.

/ge

Attachment #1- WC2010 Work Program
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STAFF REPORT
RPC Meeting – April 14, 2010

April 5, 2010

TO:	 Regional Planning Commission

FROM:	 Patricia Rogers, Government Relations-Community Outreach Representative

SUBJECT:	 Consideration and possible acceptance of individual annual reports 			 
	 submitted by local governments and affected entities pursuant to subsection 		
	 1 of NRS 278.0286) (AGENDA ITEM 6.A.1)

This staff report provides background on the annual reporting process and provides the 2009 
annual reports received to-date from local governments and affected entities for acceptance by the 
Regional Planning Commission (RPC).

BACKGROUND
The requirements for Regional Plan annual reporting are drawn from the Nevada Revised Statutes 
(NRS), specifically NRS 278.0286.  The statutes require that each local planning commission and 
each affected entity prepare and submit to the RPC and the Regional Planning Governing Board 
(RPGB) a complete report by April 1 of each year.  The report is to indicate any action taken 
within the previous calendar year which furthers or assists in carrying out the policies or programs 
contained in the comprehensive regional plan, and any work relating to the comprehensive regional 
plan that is proposed for the next fiscal year.  

In 2002, Regional Planning staff worked with the local governments and affected entities to 
streamline the annual reporting process.  The result is a coordinated reporting program that assists 
in the compilation of information on how the region as a whole is performing against the Regional 
Plan.

In early 2009, staff presented the RPGB with the Phase I Benchmarking Report.  The Board directed 
staff to move forward per the recommendations outlined in the concluding section of the report.  

A benchmarking program identifies measurable criteria that can be tracked reliably over time 
and analyzed with confidence against established baseline measures.  A benchmarking program 
may also be the precursor to a scenario planning program that utilizes the criteria established in a 
benchmarking program to develop multiple growth scenarios.
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The benchmarking process can add value to the regional planning program in several areas.  
Benchmarking can be used to: (1) assist in the update of the Regional Plan; (2) serve as a report 
card of plan implementation; and cumulative assessment of progress for plan implementation (3) 
identify what is working and what is not; (4) provide policy direction to the RPC, the RPGB, and 
staff; and (5) help identify long-term and short-term goals.

In the fall of 2009 staff met with the local governments to discuss the inclusion of quantitative 
information in the form of various data as part of the local governments and effected entities 
annual reporting submittal.

The local governments and effected entities are currently submitting annual reports, including 
requested data information, for the period covering January 1 through December 31, 2009.

SUBMISSION OF ANNUAL REPORTS
To-date, the following local governments and affected entities have submitted their 2009 annual 
report (see Appendix A):

City of Reno/Reno Redevelopment Agency					    •	
Washoe County School District•	
Washoe County District Health Department, Air Quality Management Division•	
Waste Management•	
Washoe County•	
Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority•	
Washoe County HOME Consortium* (joint)•	
Regional Transportation Commission•	
City of Sparks/Sparks Redevelopment Agency (joint)•	
Reno-Sparks Convention and Visitors Authority•	
Truckee Meadows Water Authority*•	

The following entities have not submitted reports as of April 5, 2010:
Washoe County District Health Department, Environmental Health Services Division•	
Western Regional Water Commission/ Northern Nevada Water Planning 			  •	

		 Commission (joint)*
* Not required to submit a report under NRS

As soon as these reports are received staff will submit them for the RPC’s review and acceptance.

Next Steps - Regional Annual Report
Regional Planning staff have begun to synthesize the information submitted from all entities and 
prepare a regional annual report for presentation to the RPC and RPGB.  This will be the sixth 
such report submitted to the RPC.  The Regional Plan annual report focuses on the collective 
achievements of the local governments and affected entities in carrying out the Regional Plan 
during the last calendar year.  This year’s report will be an abbreviated summary highlighting the 
information submitted and provide transition toward benchmarking.
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The RPC may use the 2009 Regional Plan annual report when it performs the annual review of the 
Regional Plan in the fall.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the RPC consider and accept the annual reports included in Appendix A of 
the meeting packet.

If you have any questions regarding these matters, please do not hesitate to contact Patricia Rogers 
at 775/321-8385.

Appendix A: 2008 Individual Annual Reports
/pr
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STAFF REPORT
RPC Meeting – April 14, 2010

April 7, 2010

TO:	 Regional Planning Commission

FROM:	 Rosanna Coombes, Director of Regional Planning

SUBJECT:	 Regional Planning Governing Board Agendas (AGENDA ITEM 6.A.2)

The last meeting of the RPGB was held on March 11, 2010.  The RPGB took the following 
action:

directed staff to bring the TMRPA accounting functions in-house (from the City of •	
Sparks);
adopted a budget for FY 10-11 with a reduction in local government contributions of •	
15% and authorized the Director to make operational and staffing changes to address 
the reduced budget;  and
received a status report from legal counsel in the matter of •	 Sally S. Weston and Craig 
R. Hopkins as Co-Trustees of the Cavalier Trust under trust agreement dated May 16, 
1995, as amended and restated December 1, 2004, or thereafter; Lee T. Weston II, as 
Trustee of the Lone Pine Trust adv. Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Governing 
Board [District Court case number CV 09-1642]

The next meeting of the RPGB is due to be held on April 15, 2010.  Tentative items on the agenda 
include:

possible approval of the recomendations of the Washoe County HOME Consortium’s •	
Technical Review Committee allocation regarding affordable housing projects in the 
region;
consideration of a number of administrative changes to implement operational and •	
staffing reductions based on the FY 10-11 budget; 
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consideration and direction to staff on the annual evaluation of the Director of Regional •	
Planning;
receipt of a status report on the activities of the Complete Count Committee; and•	
receipt of legal and other reports.•	

Please do not hesitate to contact Rosanna Coombes or Paige Menicucci at 775/321-8385 if you 
have any questions or comments on this agenda item.

/rc
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STAFF REPORT
RPC Meeting – April 14, 2010

April 7, 2010

TO:	 Regional Planning Commission

FROM:	 Rosanna Coombes, Director of Regional Planning

SUBJECT:	 Future Agendas (AGENDA ITEM 7)

The RPC may anticipate the following items on the agendas for its next meetings:

May 12 -   Consideration of conformance reviews (+1);  receipt of individual annual reports 
received from local governments and affected entities; consideration of change to the RPC meeting 
schedule and bylaws to address an alternating meeting schedule (every other month beginning in 
July); status report on the list of scheduled additions for local governments and affected entities; 
and legal and other regular reports.

June 9 -   Consideration of conformance reviews (+1);  workshop on proposed RUCR changes; 
possible sponsorship of certain Regional Plan amendments; possible adoption of the 2010 
Consensus Forecast; and legal and other regular reports.

July 28 -   (Note special meeting date)  Election of officers; public hearing and consideration of 
Regional Plan amendments;  and legal and other regular reports.

Please do not hesitate to contact Rosanna Coombes or Paige Menicucci at 775/321-8385 if you 
have any questions or comments on this agenda item.

/rc
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